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Office of University Relations ® Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE October 8, 1987
UM LAW DEAN ANNOUNCES RESIGNATION 
Missoula —
John O. Mudd, dean of the University of Montana School of 
Law since 1979, will not remain at the University beyond the end 
of this academic year. He made his announcement at a meeting 
with his faculty Thursday afternoon.
, Mudd told the law faculty that when, .-he took the deanship 
nine years ago, he expected to stay in the job about 10 years.
"I am now in my ninth year," Mudd said, "and this seems like 
the right time to do it."
He emphasized that his decision was based on personal 
considerations.
"I made the decision to leave because of where I see myself 
at this stage in my career. I feel very good about the law 
school, and I want to make the transition to a new dean as smooth 
as possible."
The UM law school is in the midst of its seven-year 
accreditation review, with a review team scheduled to visit the 
campus next month, and Mudd said that, having made his decision, 
he thought it was important to announce it before that visit.




"I have some opportunities I intend to look at. But I 
haven’t made any decisions at this point."
UM Provost Don Habbe called Mudd a "university system 
citizen" and said his resignation is "a major loss to the 
University/ not only because of what he's done for the law school 
but because of the insight he's brought to University issues."
UM President James Koch was equally complimentary, saying, 
"Jack Mudd is one of UM's premier administrators and a national 
leader in law school curricular reform."
Since the beginning of his term, Mudd has worked with the 
law school faculty to develop a new curriculum better suited to 
preparing lawyers for practice in a rural state like Montana. 
Those efforts brought in more than $250,000 in federal grants and 
established the UM law school as a leader in a national 
reexamination of legal education.
Mudd spent the 1985-86 academic year on sabbatical at 
Columbia University Law School, where he continued his research 
and writing on curricular reform.
He holds bachelor's and master's degrees in philosophy from 
the Catholic University of America and is a 1973 honors graduate 
of the University of Montana School of Law and former editor-in- 
chief of the Montana Law Review.
Mudd is a Great Falls native and a 1961 graduate of Great 
Fall Central High School, where he was student body president.
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